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Great  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New York a t  S t o n y  Brook 
S t o n y  Brook, New York 11794 

Dear C 1  a r e n c e  : 

W e  a r e  such o l d  f r i e n d s  t h a t  I am sure you w o n ' t  be "bugged" b y  my b r i n g i n g  up 
a m a t t e r  abou t  which I h a v e  written and spoken  t o  you.  I h a v e  a s  y e t  not been 
a b l e  t o  f i n d  men t ion  i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  o f  your  i n i t i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  the 
h e a r t - l u n g  machine.  I f  you know o f  any I would s u r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  You deserve 
credit f o r  this and I am c e r t a i n  t h a t  you a r e  not go ing  to  s i t  down and write a 
p a p e r  t o  t h i s  e f fec t .  Hence, I want to  see t h a t  you h a v e  the c r e d i t  you d e s e r v e .  
I h a v e  j u s t  been l o o k i n g  th rough  t h a t  v e r y  excellent his tory o f  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y  
w h i c h  D i c k  Meade w r o t e .  
b u t  d i s c u s s i o n s  and even i n d i r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  he had a c q u i r e d .  
mention o f  y o u r  h a v i n g  done this. 

A s  you  know, he i n c l u d e d  not only scient i f ic  a r t i c l e s  
H e  makes no 

As I a l s o  t o l d  y o u ,  I h a v e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l  t o  i n c l u d e ,  among other 
t h i n g s  l o n g  let ters f r o m  George Humphreys t e l l i n g  abou t  his o p e r a t i n g  upon 
a p a t e n t  ductus  i n  a dog and s e e k i n g  p a t i e n t s  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s  and a l s o  the 
concep t  o f  produc ing  a pulmonary a r t e r y  s y s t e m i c  anas tomos i s  p r i o r  t o  the 
t i m e  B l a l o c k  d i d  it but  a g a i n  g e t t i n g  no p a t i e n t .  

Now I am i n  a bit  o f  a b i n d  f o r  I h a v e  o b l i g a t e d  m y s e l f  t o  d e l i v e r  the David 
H u m e  Memorial L e c t u r e  and I have  t o  g e t  t o  work p r e p a r i n g  i t .  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  
I would t a l k  abou t  this m a t t e r .  

I f  you don't h a v e  t i m e  t o  answer it f u l l y  I think I c o u l d  g e t  b y  i f  you would 
s i m p l y  answer two questions. Am I correct i n  assuming t h a t  the f i r s t  p a t i e n t  
you o p e r a t e d  upon d i d  not make it because  you were not a d e q u a t e l y  prepared 
f o r  the enormous r e t u r n  o f  blood in to  the h e a r t  d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  o f  cardiopulmonary 
b y p a s s  when the h e a r t  was open and t h a t  i n  the second c a s e  s u c c e s s  was not a c h i e v e d  
because  o f  some error i n  management o f  the h e a r t - l u n g  machine b y  one o f  your  
t e c h n i c a l  h e l p e r s ?  The  other m a t t e r  r e l a t e s  t o  the d a t e s  o f  these o p e r a t i o n s .  
I f  you d o n ' t  know the e x a c t  d a t e s  the approximate d a t e s  would d o .  As I s a y ,  
i f  you don't h a v e  t i m e  t o  te l l  me i n  any more d e t a i l  j u s t  the answer t o  these 
t w o  q u e s t i o n s  would p e r m i t  me t o  proceed .  
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I d o  hope you w i l l  have a moment t o  scribble down a note t o  me. 

I t  was great seeing you i n  Europe and Mary and Myrtie and I are looking forward 
t o  seeing both o f  you again soon i n  San Francisco. 

With warm regards, I am 

Yours sincere1 y , 

Harris B Shumcker, Jr., M.D. 
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